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© theSuppreſling of them, purſuant to the late 
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In a Familiar Conference 
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| P - Between. Two Plain Perſons. 


' | Made Publick for the awakening of the Con-| 
' © ſciences, of Common-Swearers ; and the | 
. } Vindication. of our Religiozs Inſormers, who 
have been the Inſtruments of . the remarkable 
abatement of SWEARING, and for the 
"encouragement of all good Chr iſtians, to joyn 
. their endeay ours with them tor the catire ſup- 
{-| preſſing it; and by giving 1nformations to the 
| - |" [Afagiſtrares againſt ir, Drunkennels, and | | 


_ Pzophanation of the Low 5-Day, 


ey Boas of Swearing,:the Lad "FUEM 2tb, Jer. 23.10. 
#1.Lez che Righreow {mate me, it ſhall be a kindn J% | Plal.141.5. 
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* S.. 4 :O'U Re. Servant. Me., AZ bam. glad:to 

p nr # + #hqybu pait this Evening, althongh'4 

 IROTNT oor i Cirprifad int-yoor'bold 8o- | 

1K A _— ty, when: L gave you 

: Wine mild DE Wy that you ſhould - 

3 | y You thought weary. 0 Sum. | 

In | + 

be eonvince your ::Judgment of the coltzgry, if Not I&e 

3 form. your Pra&ice.  ' 


MY. Sr, lam glad to fee ron he for my part, 
| amoof the farhe mind. was laſt:Night, which 3s, Tho 


| Tdomet think what you call Swearing to be uo Sin at all ; 
| yet1 don't apprehend it tobe a Oritne of that Hei 
e . #w6ſneſs which' ou and ſome others ſeem tb —_— 
be | S, Well, iftalfbeglad that youwill beſo k 
y > |£0 ſpend this: Evening with me, although you! 
: | yon-are ſtill :of the' fame mind; tiowever, let. us; be 
karge and free, ſince we have been io long actuainted, 
ive me leave to ask/you on&or two Queſtibus. ) 
4 « With. all my heart. | : ft 
. Do yon-helieve the Scriptures robe true, 20 be 
*| Ui Word of God, and the. Rule which we onght'All © 
| to'walk by, both in reſpe& of our Deeds and Words," 
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7 mt that which we ſhall at laſt be Judged'by ? 
+ Yes, ſurely, God forbid 1 thould believe other- 
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...D. Well then, if you believe as you ſay. it makes Rt 
me ſtand amaz'd at you; for, How-can you think 
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'of: ad mourner in 

»« 2-; Swegring has) the: yan ofi;the:! [moſt crying and 

A Hrnprom® Sins: And the Prophet: David: makes ta 

| of. oy , when in Pfalvi 239. 

p 2 takq (thy -Name ir - vain. 
Te are plain-to ror underſtogd, and I might 


quiteobers of Lhe fans nate, bp 


, 1g 1$a:n of yok T vs uh" 

> Mhary & perceive you are che:Quakers Price 
eple, arid conclude, that 'tis not Iawfulito Swear: at xd. 
per Yon miterly miſtake:mer:: Sd0 betieve-i/9.nqt 
only-laveful, ; hut a>Chriſtian's duty, td Swear ; that 
to make an Appeal to God ofy abe' Truth of whin he 

ſows; ard thriSrcerity of what bei priomi an .mhendaw- 
hy \by the. May nalbrote 4 dall'd thereyneo; for the Scaif- 

ti - piiex:ndtotily conmtenance,, but conumandment 
0 this Dath;---Lev:4. 19; 12; aftd "__ 6: 1133 and 
-phdny 30. _D 29: and: Heb, 436; But it is againſt 

Sin of 'Common © + nels the boy 
"i 


LY; RK) 


Lp S, 
$'OD: is greatly diſhonoured; and the Rules/g 
Scriptures impioully violated, ando8t Holy 
fontemn'd and diſghtc i, "ris arakdſt' 7% har "Af 
Diſcourſe- is/leveltth;and "tis vaaluſt "This "ay I'ptt 
Ute tha} Scrifariny cs. | JR 
\$Þ, -Well;;+ do. believe it is a 69, dit. hope *isnf 
very greatOne, byreaſotvrherc.is 0  great'a numbey'gÞ 
Sweaters, .and moſt of them thihk'it @litele or nsSirn, ; 
BE. -.0 Nias! Mr:'Af:* tow canthat$id'b& life; bs 
is-conmitted inft an-Infinite ? -How't # 
that affront be {mall , that is leveBied againſt Hith, whe 1 
gdazles the Eyes of. Angels? 'if iriweremnot ap: inſt 
the Law of God,-it' could not be Sin: But wh - 
*kis 10 e ly forbidden, How:can you,'6r they, 
anyP whatever, -conclude it :0 be little or 70 Sit K 
Rotadinir thatahoGuitr of fete Giths were hiv 
vental;; than'is-pretended, yet \certakaly,; 'whey'+ 
moſt Swearers, as well.as in your ſelf, the freq! 
of Swearing is io ,that in one'da 'they = 
of many ſcores of 'Oaths; theſe: Sins not-growing firs * 
glez:.as/ Apples ; bur like Grapes, in cluſters th&## 
Mujtirude cantot bnt render therh cohſiderab12.: at | 
you may. conſider; (fince you ate aSeaman ) thats. 
'Thonfand holes may 28 well link a Ship;as-ſome- great. | 
Leaksdi beſides, theſs | Cormmon-Swearers tare not-only 
rumnqns: £0 thernſelves, ; ;but have adeſtryftive Inflts: 
ence, upon the Natiqn that ſuffers thein; .for wharYhe 
Prophet Telates'of. Judah, 1 wiſh were not now'fuls 
hlled.of Euplenil Beoauſe of Swear the Land mourngh, - 
Jeperniah 23/1040 "uk 
:> But: farther conſider, The awfhldefs 6f the Divine . 
Majeſty; 'who; 'itorder thar a Fearof/his Wrath;and” 
a:Reverence of his Holineſs, Power, and' Juſtice; mite 
be:kept always freſ-iſpen us, has commanded us nb. 
ver; to: uſe bs [Name in Warr; 1. E) never fo nuithilge 
to-ptonounce thoſe Holy Words (whereby, Goh 
—— > exnkgn roger - Sohn muniicz 


_. 


Tor only break a Politive Law, but teftifie, 
þ avs £9 Fer, m6 bidly Dread aid teverent Ave of God 
fare thcir Eyes; and, therefore, as T never knew, ſo 
Fs ptterly unpoſſible' that 2. Colnraber Swear er ſhould 
be a pious:Man.;/ but; onthecotitiry,;One tht bigks 
Torth, jnto any other Sin, whither Puke, or Pagſioe,or 
Te #, or Profit, -ori Flawour. calls him. -He' that" caſts 
'off the Reverence of God: {as evcty ay keg any 
er does.) - can [never ney re —arer ng, A an 
& his Commandments.' Corifider 
ple Sin, TCH 0 Rn Cas 
Vice 


$ of; God; 

ch, the Corrapt _ of the womens armies IS moſt 1n- 
* clin/d-unto, ; __ | 

C48. 1 do ronfeſs 1 1 belie there is ſomething in 
vhs that you have faid, and that 'tis.@greater Sig:than 4 
» took 1t for + eſpecially where -Men Swear- at 
every Word; bur 4 only Swear whon 1:am angry;/or 
ka a paſſion, and 4 think no har j mn it then. 

C46 _"_ How yg think no harmin#; by chaſanoyib 
. Gre Angry), or: in-a paſſion! Sarely the Sin if ſo-abuch 
e greater, if you conſider the Apoftic's Command; 
Epbe/. 4- 26. Be ye a and: .fm inot ; beſides, this 
: bl to. excuſe - Fault with: ; rol to: -nnake. 4 
: Sin the Apology for the Continiflion of a greater. 
+ But, alas! how ſtrangely induſtrious are Men-toode- 
- Eefyethernſetves || But, remember;ifwemuſtianfier 
” for every idic Word, ( as bur: Lord: hiniſelf: afftries 
$5 we muſt) then will paſſionate Words add ro-6br 
4 FIKCOuAt 5 but Swearing in Paſſion; ( as if we would 
with .our Crearour ) this will weigh-down 
Soul ( withont)a true ce) to the'byrn; 
8 Topher, to the!Regions:.of Ereriial: Horror, pre- 
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 forni'd as | repreſeng you. And asto w 


How ! beat © cen, Lity 
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Repenragee en Rkarination DOE it) you 
the Tribe of CommoniC aiſtrs and Sweartes, xy and; 
phane ' the Name- of onr: Great! and: Holy God,; Wi 
mgke vp. your account ta all Etertity! in- the + 
that: Boyns with Five! arid Brimftone : for Heaven i p 
place too good for ſuch who daily affront the Majeſt 
ofrity es Impious, raſh, carelefs! and hee i 
- C if 

ow ſtartle me, [ hopemy Caſe is ne fe) 
NO ines FULAs _ 
f> De Fray Nene cenkcr, 'tis-20r: I thar mth 
mer gett either better or worſe, *tis the Word « 
God;'tis the Holy:Bible which you profeſsro beliet | 
And if you .behold-your felf in pon true Glaſs, 
wil make you-ſerifible, that you- are ai od. as 


rally urge, that your. Provocatians are ſuch, than Nod 
cannot avoid: it; //TheExcuſe is-utteely-falſc and' lin- 
fhts; for would: you but give fo much” Money” ro t 
Poor, -for every.Qach you Swear, as. the Law oY 2& 
inithac Ac againſt; Curſing: aad: Dorring 
;- ory would: not beJong; before-yourd Sb 
alttiough at-preſent:you think you fora; "Ie2lls I y 
ﬀ. + But. thett: are.others: that Swear as muctas Up 

'I- ſeldom. e:.them! reprehetded ; and yet". your 
ve Geop (nga banc oy. A 

my 


2D. th How -yon-aifiver4. Way” 


our" Enemy, bevange/ berane; It:ltyoothe Tix?" Your Exerf ga 
is jſt ax if ary: Hofpital Eo 'Parrent Thoul# 
20% He * 


rot ey Ye 
12.71 
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| (8) 
Jef, your Care; when there are ſo many others whGare 
gas bad, if not worſe * If yon\complain of being! 
freprov'd, you complain of being'car'd! for : .And 
gremember by the:way, As one-may be far from- Health, 
Bard yet not [o SICK 4 gaſping People; ſo it 15 but & very 
Lorry Goodneſs, not ta be'as bad a5 the wart; and Þ hope 

7 Reproof will have a good Effect upon you, for I ani 
re 1 deligned-itfor your Good. | rs 
Wy. I wiſh it may be for'my Good ; but; after. all, 


; 
only Swear to the Truth, I ſcorn to Swear Falſly ; 
and; what I know to.be True, I think I may Swear! to 
Iwithovt any harm. - | | 5 
| £}\, -This :ſeerms:to be the very:'Sin: of- the Jews, 
whom our Saviour reproves in the Fifth of Matthew. 
{Ehey- thought they-might Swear, .( as *I have . been 
inform'd ) ſo they did but. Swear'to the Truth, in' 
their-common Converſation ;; and this, was founded 
en that falſe [gloſs of the Elders; Ye have heard 
at it hath been f7ud by them of old times, Thou ſhalt not 
wſwear | thy /elf.--- Yet, however, leſt they ſhould 
prophanc- the Name of G OD by Common Swearing, 

ey.invented a ſort of iiew and inferior Oaths ;, ſuch. 
tas, by Heaven, and by the Earth, and by the City of 
Jeru/ilem, the Metropolis of the Kingdom. Much 
hike to;the idle and-finful Oaths of too many vain and 
ignorant Chriſtians, who will Swear, by Heaven, 
Fand by the Light, and by our | Lady ;; by the 7Aaſs, by 
Ether. Faith and their Truth, But: now our Saviour! 
| tells-the Jews, and: in telling them, He tells us, that. 
[all och vain Oaths are ſinful, ſince. all Daths ,niuſt 
| terminate in GOD; and that our Communication 
| ſhould be plain and innocent; ea, -yea 3, and Nayy 
| 22ay; for whatſocucr is more cometh of Evil, But now: 
| you; Neighbour, exceed far the'Impicty:of the Jews ; 
[tor, you make no Conſcience of Prophaning the.Name: 
[of the/Great G O D by your exetrable Oaths, which: 
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Nwhe/pught . never: once: to be ſpoken. vio ooo 
| Cm Ms 


1 beſech 


an 


givley- It That - \ 
| Fe. > oe Site FRY 
POR gy do 1x cefteCtually, ab 
at God never-will nor-C forgrve with 
ud KR fo ation. But» g 1t'trn &,! 
- er falſe "that Men will nor believe 
s Sit he Our $$ ale 
i (wanted, than boug a6 
you make no better a Bar- : 
' Fain'than the Man a the Goſpel, who loſt the King-z 
| donrof Heaven fox e Stores in his Barns. = 
M, Ay,-but ns: ſo cuſtomary for 'Men of my? 
Profeſtion. "(whoſe laploymear levar Sea ) thar 'tis© 
| almoſt impoſſible to avoid it, eſpecially under 1hch?] 
great Proyocations, and where few or none:make 
Conſcience of i i, D>. .S Weak, 


© Pugh wirp ape mr 


zainſt"it, and defire.the Almighty to 
*he. Devil; and he will flee. from you. 
4. EFur iihm nt. of 


Tornen gp bins al 
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# be condemn'd to gw To 
- the Sins which they at 
| ? lead" to thav place © 
| FEBS: 
as a4! 


E and -l oxeat 
F Smeer ov*'en 


| the [njavetion? of the 

- we confeſs to owe Un"impartial. 

| hight'Conſiderations.” © 
|. . But that thereare ways enough toms | 
your Command; regard what you gs bo: your 
EF breaking th&-Law of God to Inc ice thein to it, _ap- 
$.- pears'from what 1 have” been creath y .nfort gh 

F fober Perſons'; That there Was ; 4260 when 0 
: Naval Force ines me,” 
- t10ns, when we were as t 
IF. YVifory bad lodg? d ber fas in our Sails. * And then not 
t {ſo much as an Oath or Cur/ewasheard in our whole 
+ Fleet.” | was\told by a Perfon who deſerves Credit, 

# and does alſo obtain it, (woe does not Sweat) who 
F was an Officer 1n theſe days, Thar tho they were exaltly 
'Y 24s puniſh this $52 #n the Ship in which he 4s con- 
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cerrd, yet for ſeveral Months none was puniſh'd, becauſe 
there was t10t a Man found Guilty. But gay, tince we | 
have alter't'our Meaſiires, and have to become + 
terrible to our Men, by moſt prodigious and new- : 
| invented Oarhs and Curſes, we no longer become: a 
| Tertor'to'our Foes ; God grant they may not prove 
4 foro us. And this, I think, proves we may Com- 
mand without Curſing and Swearing, , 
1 Hold, hold Bold, why, what.you are arguing 
for the times of Rebellion; | fitzle thought you had” : 
approved of thoſe Times, or-any of their doings. - .” 
'S, I thought you had known me too well ever to- © 
have Tuggelted ſuch a thought ; As I always did, £ 17: 
always ſhall,/Joye Monarchy. But et, as ſomething was 3 
| found good oven in the Houſe krabobes, ſo:this 
ſtinence from this accurſed Sin, int and unders © 
| that Government, mult” be, acknowledged,” and alſo * 
commended ; and the contraxy-in us,” Tyam afraid, 
muſt be own'd, and 1 am {ure will be both here and + 
hereafter condemn'd.,, And 1 will not b&aſham'dto * 
| confeſs my Thoughts,” That rill we arc Reform'd, me © 
ſhall never ariſe"to that Glory and Gytatneſs "which © 
our Fore-fathers were by the Almiohty Ble$& withal!, 
But this I urge only by the way : And whatever we 
now are, or hereafter ſhall.be, I am ſure this'Sin ſhall 
not eſcape unpuniſhed. . -- Sa 
| | Y,/ God grant we wy 6-7 amend, I believe it's 
| time :* "yet, notwithſtanding all you have ſaid, 
| methink$%looks ſomething. like Gentleman, and a 
' Mancof Courage, now: and then to grace our Speech 
with'an Oath. : | "Ie. 
S, Why, Is Sweaging the Mark of a Geytle-" 
{ man! which is inded&>0fte of the greateſt ſtains to his 
| Reputation ! at this rate every Porter; and Carmin 
| may commence Gentleman when hepleaſes, » And the 
| Ereateſt Coward may Swear as valiantly'as*the mot = 
| fearleſs and undaunted General. For my part, I blets 
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& God, 1 am not ambitions, of thoſe Badges either of 


” 
, 


| Courage or Getility, which our Holy Religion de- 
# clares to be the Signs of Reprobation. But, indetd, 


$ this is an Afﬀont to all the beſt of our truly Coura- 
# gious and well-bred Gentlemen, who are ſo far from 
{ being tainted with this Sin, that they have made a 


_ here, by a National Sanction ; as well as *twilt do 
& hereafter, by the Judgment, of God, 

* - And tho there - are : ſome degenerate” Gentlemen, 
W# who do ſignalize their Impicties by this abominable 
&# Sin ; yet the-Better, the more Judicions, the more 
F- Valiant and truly Honourable hate it, and avoid it. 
W And this, I thank God, 1 can ſpeak by the intimate 
| knowledge I haye had the Honour to have of many 
I worthy Perſons, oth for Families and Eſtates, who 
F are free from thigSin. I. liy'd in the Family of a very 
worthy Perſon, of a large Fortune, - for three years, 
IF and inall-that time,I.neyer. heard him once” either 
# Curſe or Swear; and I hope our Nation "has many 
F -more.ſuch. And ſince we have a Law for the Puniſh- 
& ment of this $in, I heartily wiſh it was more carefully 
W putinExecution, and that every Magiſtrate and Officer 
=> would-diſcharge their Duty, in the effectual Puniſhing 


--would beinduſtrious to inform the Magiſtrate of it, as 
you may/expect Iwill be, If ever I hear you Swear or 
Curſe again; that, you may pay the Penalty,the Law 
directs, except,you' kave off Swearing wi i; and 


I think you will have reaſon to thank me for it. | 
*F * MY. 1 muſt confeſs] havereaſon, as I told you be-. 
F fore, to return you thanks for taking ſo much pains 
with me; but {till I hope. yott'will not turts Informer 
& at laſt: But. perhaps you are become one of this new 
& Gang of Xcgularors, one of thoſe! they in derifion call 
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* Law againſt it, that it might receive a Puniſhment | 
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and Suppreſſing of this We and that all other Men 
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 S, 1am not at all ſolicitoyus what Names the 
Agents of Hell do brand us withall ; for 1 do openly: 
acknowledge my { to-be one of that:Number who. 
have engag'd themſelves to endeavourto put a Check 
tothe op Vices of our os Age ; eb as 
Curling | Sabba Xa in Mh- 
kennels, and - I , nneſs, and the like. And 1 
how odious ſoever Men may endeavour to make Us; 
by loading us with Nick-names, I am ſure both the? 
Law of God and the Law of our Nation do incourage' 
and commend deteCting of notorious Offenders.'ta 
the Magiſtrate, that they may receive alegal Reproof 
and Puniſhment for their Sin : And this is far from 
Hatred that *tis Charity, and perhaps the Greareft thats 
can be ſhewn to ſuch Perſons Souls. © 44.124 
_ And as to what you urge of turning Informer, it's 
juſt as if one Commander at Sea ſhould tell another 
that he is a Roguiſh Informer, Tr giving Information 
how he may eſcape the Prinateersor Pyrates that-are in 
ſuch a place waiting for his coming, when ar the ſame} 
time he-did not know of it before, and-by the Infor 
melbaghe and his Cargo is ſaved from being taken by* 
. thoſe Pyrates and Robbers: And as. for your hoping 
will not turn Zformer againſt Swearers, 'I hope I 
ſhall love Almighty God 1 better, and my Neighboutt 
. . and my ſelf too, than to take your Advice in this 

Caſe, when it is my Duty, and an ad of Charity, and 
.. the Duty of all Men, to:turn formers: And *twas' 
- ſanding Rule in the Jewiſh Nation, That ſuchas hea 
.. or {aw; the Fat were to be\nformers and Witneſſe 
againſt the Offender, although it.were a Friend. or & 
Neighbour; nay, they were to be Executioners t00, at 
we read, :Dext. 17.+7. The hands of the Witneſſes [ 
be fir## upon him to put him to: Death, and aftermards th 
hands of all the People. {And in Levie.24.11, wefind th 
People that heard the Blaſphemy/and: Curſes of the Sc 
of Shelomith, carried him before the Magiftrate;, They 
L SEReT1 P , ACS. toy 


13 2.” 


F- Jive! ; = | ( 4 Y- "4 4 
F told Moſes of it, and, ver. 14. he gives Command to 


| hive him puniſld,and ache beard bm lid ther hands 
por his head, and let all the Conwreggtion ſtore him. © 

| * Beſides, 1 2bd all Mankind Io otanzanded-to diſ- 
| 

| 

| 


| —— this ——_ Office ; 'Levit. 19. 1. - Thou 
plt in any ways rebuke thy Neighbour, and not ſuffer Sin 
' 44pon hi = that Lam alin, to purſue oder 
$ means to pull the Sweayer out of the Fire ; and there 
q 15 a Neceſlity of appealing to the Miniſter, to the- - 
: Magiſtrate, to the Church, and to the Sear.of Juſtice, 
that all fit Spiritual Cenfures and Temporal Chaſtiſe-- 
ments maybe applyed to him here in time} that his” 
& Soul may be faved, and that others may hear and fear, 
that we may put away the Evil from the whole Body 
of the People, (5 £026 
| Again, we-pray That Magiſtrates may miniſter Ju- 


: 


Pice in the Puniſhmentof Witkedneſs and Vice; and, 
How can we expect our-Prayers to be an{wer'd, ex- 
cept we give Information to Them, ſince the Offence is 
gfeldom committed inthe preſence of the Magiſtrate ? ſo 
that 1ag:ſtrates miſt have Information from'thoſe that” 
hear or ſee the Offence committed: And lhop@THWve' 
Kconvinced-you of the Neceſſity as well as the Duty of it. 
WW. Þ. I muſt confeſs that T am almoſt convinced that ,» 
i Informer does no more than the Org of his 

Juty ; yet I ſhould have taken it ill of you, it you had 
miormed againſt me, Nox being,my particular Friend, . 
Jand fo long, acquainted with me., ; 
' S, How can you take that ill, that is defigneddor. . 
Fyour good, and when a Man docs nomore than thediſ- 
geharge of his Duty, and Thad almoſt faid, the greateſt 
Kindneſs he can do you : For if Good Laws be neceſſary, 
if the Execution of them-be neceſſary, if. as i/trates he 
peceſlary for That, then muſt alſh the Knowledge of the 
Fitences-commutted againſt the Laws bc necellary to 
the. Magiſtrate; andbecauſe. they' are ſeldom com+ 
Faſtted 1n- the preſence of thie Magiſtrate, due nfor- 


mation 
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- matio} by thoſe who have ſufficient knowledge of - 


*---any: ſuch Offences is likewiſe neceſſary, and the very” 
- Foundation upon Whig! the due Execution of the Laws 2: 
dath depend. From whence it doth plainly follow, - 
that /if Wickedne'doth'abound in a Nation, as we * 
ſee, and hear this Sin of Citing and Swearing. 
doth; by reaſon of which, I heartily wiſh and pray, 
that that Prophecy is'not now fulfilled of England, which 
was/once of Judah, Jer. 2.3. 10.:for this Wickedneſs. } 
'I* {ſo-much abounds in this Nation, that we have reaſon } 
{+ $9 pray chat we are got involy'd ina National Guilt. 
- fornot faithfully di ing' our Duty in the Cor-.1 
cif and Reformation of it; nay, even if it be to a4 
Friend or-a Neighbour, if we ha ſufficient khowledgey 

of the Offence, letus give due Information ta lome pro- 
| nn Magiſtrate, unleſs the. Offender will otherwite be 
rought to do what is requiſite ; , And, as I ſhew'd bes 
on, this is a Dacy confirmed by the Authority of Sa- 
cred Scripture, in thoſe Texts Þ- have juſt now'quoted 
tQ.you, and I might quote many more to that purpoſe ;$ 
thetefore'1 cannotfee how you; or any body elſe, can? 
kent 11 that are Guilty'of this Crying Sit, if 1, % 
6r Others, ſhould Inform'the XMariftrare of it. 2 

AJ. I mutt confels Iam convinc'd 1 cannot takeit ill, and 
think there 1s a Neceſlity iu this'wicked Age for Men to ds it 
and L heartily pray, that if ever ISwear again, I may be puniſh 
foght; and 2s you have beeg at Inſtrument, under God, tocon-* 
yince me of this Sin, as well as of the Necefiity of oY 
 againft_it, I ſhall ever prize your Friepdthip, and think my felf » 
- hapÞyJig {@ good an Acquaintance; and*Þ hope you will pardon +» 
Jaw” the Tevuble I have put you to in anſwering my rude Arguments, © 
2-4 D. I cannot thiok that a'Trouble, which I do for the Geod 

"of my Friend ; and T muſt confeſs you make my Heart rejoice, 
pn you ſay, you are convinced of the Si, as well as the Ne- a 
ceflity of Informing 3 tor without Informations to Magiſtrates, | 
this Trying Din will hacdly be ſtopp'd ; and I wiſh good Men *# 
would be as opeoly Pious and Vertuous, "and reſolurely bent in® 
the Puniſhing of Vice, as wicked Men axe openly Vicious and - 
Impudent in Committing of it ; and as they are not aſhamed tv ©; 
| Swear, and prophane-thg Name of G OD, Why ſhould I be 
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| ( 16 ) . 
aſhamed to Inf.rm the Mazsſtrate of it ? and as they take pains 
-t0-get to Hell, let us be at (ome pains to get to Heaven ; Let 
us declare our ſelves for God firlt, by living good Lives our ſelves ;' 
and, next, by incouraging others to do the ſame z and where we 
meet with thole that are (o far Servants to the Devil, as to break 
the Laws of God and the Nation, let us ſhew our (clves to be the 
S:rvants of our God, by vindicating his Name, his Laws,and the 
wholſome Laws of the Nation ; that by our Informations tothe Ma- 
giſtrate, the Oftender may be brought to ſee the Greatnels of his 
Sm, and by that Puniſhment and Shame brought to Repentarce : 
And putting the Lats in Executson will be one great means ro 
m-ud the World, and without this it will hardly be done: It is 
not good Books, nor 200d Preaching, will reclaim ſuch prophane 
and profligate Wretches, as the DBearerc, and D:unkardss 
and Dabbath=b:eakers arez for ſuch Perſons will ſeldom or s 
never read good Books, nor hear Sermons, nor accept of Coun- 
ſel and Advice : They ſeem to be out of the reach of all other 
methods, except that of Information to the Magiſtrate. 
But when Maziftrates, Gonſtables, and Church-Fardens, who 
4 are under ſpecial Obligations by their Oath, reſolve to keep them 
' in good earncft, and all good Chriſtians ingage in it, to puniſh 
and frowa Prophaneneſs out of Countenance, then the World 
will mead, if not grow devout, yet at leaft grow modeſter 
and civiller towards Religion, When good Men give Evidence 
that they do believe in good earnelt, by Puniſhing the Prophane- 
neſs of all open Offenders, according as the Laws direct, and 
LC for which very end the very Laws were made: And we ſhould 
condemn the Wiſdom of our Fore-fath:rs, as well as our own 
th, Pariiament, if we did not doit; for if God Laws be not put in 
Execu'tm, they had better never been made, then not to have 
” them Executed ; for, as the Violation of Laws, is a Contempt of 
” Authirity; fo the Neglect of the Execution, is a Proſtitution of 
* it, expoſing the Government, and tending to the Diffolution of 
it, and to habituare and harden the People the more in Wicked. 
neſs and Diſobedience z which God forbid in this Chriftian Na- 
tion, where all Men ought to ingage in the Prevention of it, as 
hope you will, now you (ay you are convinced of it. . 
Burt, Sir, le{t { ſhould give you an Occaſion to fay, I have © 
>= paid you too long a Viſit, I ſhall only remind you ſeriouſly to: 
. conſider what I have faid, and apply it to your own Heart and 
Soul, as you are going to Bed, and when you are in it, and I ſhall 
} pray it may be to God's Glory. 50 wiſhing you and all your 
F- Family a good Night, I remain 
"3 Potir moſt Faithful Friend, and Humble Sr 
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